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NATIONAL COMMISSION ON LIBRARIES AND 
INFORMATION SCIENCE ACT 



JuNMc 24, 1970. — Ordered to be printed 



Air. Perkins, from the committee of conference, 
. submitted the following 

CONFERENCE REPORT 

[To accompany S, 1.519] 



The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of tha tv, o 
Houses on the amendment of the House to the bill (S. 1519) to estab- 
lish a National Commission on Libraries and Information Science 
and for other purposes, having met, after full and free conference! 
have agreed to recommend and do recommend to their respective 
Houses as follows: 

I hat the Sen>ite recede from its disagreement to the amendment 
of the House and agree to the same with an amendment as follows : 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted by the House amend- 
ment insert the following: 

That this j\.ct mdy he cited ds the ^ ^ AT wtiondl Ccymmtssion on LihTdvies dnd 
Informdtion Science Act”. 

STATEMENT OF POLICY 

Sec. 2. The Congress hereby affirms that library and information 
services adeqmte to meet the needs oj the people of the United States are 
essential to achieve national goals and to utilize most effectively the 
Nation’s educational resources and that the P'ederal Government will 
cooperate^ with State and local governments (&nd public and private agencies 
in assuring optimum, provision of such services. 

COMMISSION ESTABLISHED 

Sec. 3. (a) There is hereby established as an independent agency 
with^ti/ the executive hvdTtch^ a Ndtioifidl GoTtiwissioTi on Lihvdvics dnd 
Information Science {hereinafter referred to as the Commission”). 

(6) The Departnient of Healthy Education, and Welfare shall provide 
the Commission with necessary administrative services (including those 
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related to hudgeting, accounting, Jimncial reporting,, personnel, and 
wocurementj j or winch payment shall he made in advance y or by veim- 
oarsementy fi^m funds of the Commission and such amounU as may he ‘ V 

agreed upon by the Commission aiul the Secretary of Health, Education, . 
and Weljare. ’ ‘ 

CONTMimiTIONS ” ‘ 

% • 

41 ^tt’ Commission shall have authority to accept in the name of •' 

me united States grants, gijts, or bequests of money Jor immediate dis- 
bursement in furtherance of the functions of the Commission. Such grants, ' 
^jts, or bequests, after acceptance by the Commission, shall be paid by the 
donor or Im representative to the Treasurer of the United States whose '' " 
receipts shall be their acquittance. The Treasurer of the United States ^ ■ 
mall enter them in a special account to the credit of the Commission for 
the purposes in each case specified. 

FUNCTIONS 

Sfc. 5. (a) The Commission shall have the primary responsibility for 
developing or recommending overall plans for, arid advising the appro- 
priate governments and agencies on, the policy set forth in section 2 In 
carrying out that responsibility, the Commission shall— 

(1 ) advise the President and the Congress on the implementation 
of namnal policy by such statements, presentations, and reports as 
It deems appropriate; 

. conduct studies, surveys, and analyses of the library and 
tnjormational needs of the Nation, including the special library and 
injormaMonal needs of rural areas and of economically, socially, or 
culturally deprived persons, and the means by which these needs may 
be met through inf orrmtion centers, through the libraries of elemen- 
tary and secondary schools and institutions of higher education, and 
tfirmgfi public, research, special, and other types of libraries; 

{3} appiaise the adequacies and deficiencies of current library 
and inforrmtion resources and services and evaluate the effectiveness 
oj cuTTeiit libvdTy and iTiJoviTidtioTi science pTogvo/fYiSy 

ij) develop overcdl plans for meeting naticmal library and infor- 
imtional needs and for the coordination of activities at the Federal, 
mate, ana local levels, taking into consideration all of the library 
and informational resources of the Nation to meet those needs; 

{5) be authorized to advise Federal, State, local, and private 
agenmes regarding library and information sciences; 

{6) promote research and develo;^ent activities which will extend 
and improve the Natims library an '4 information-handling capability 
as essentml links in the national communications networks; 

U)^'^hmit to the President and the Congress (not later than Janu- 
ary 31 oj each year) a report on its activities during the precedina 
fiscal year; and ^ ^ ^ 

(8) make and publuh such additional reports as it deems to be 
necessary, including, but not limited to, reports of consultants, tran- 
scripts of testimony, summary reports, and reports of other Commis- 
findings, studies, and recommendations. 

4 v^^ 11 is authorized to contract unth Federal agencies and 

other public ami private agencies to carry out any of its functions under 
subsection (a) and to publish amd disseminate such reports, findings, 
studies, and records as it deems appropriate. ^ j y i 
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(c) The Commission is fuHher authorised to conduct such hearings at 
such times and places as it deems appropriate jw carrying out the purposes 
of this Act. 

(d) The heads of all Federal agencies are, to the extent not prohibited 
by law, directed to cooperate with the Commission in carrying out the 
purposes of this Act. 

^ ^ * UFUBEBSHIP 

Sec. 6. (a) The Commission shall be compjosed of the Librarian of 
Congress and fourteen members appointed by the President, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate. Five members of the Commission 
shall be professional librarians or infot'mation specialists, and the 
remainder shall be persons haHiig special compeUnve or interest in the 
neerfs of our society for library and information services, at least one of 
whom shall be knowledgeable with respect to the tech/nological aspects of 
library and information services and sciences. One of the members of the 
Commission snaU.be designated by the President as Chairman ^ the Com- 
mission. The teims of office of the appointive members of the Commission 
shall be five years, except that (1) the terms of office of the members first 
appointed shall commence on the date of enactment of this Act and shall 
expire two at the end of one year, three at the end of two years, three at 
the end of three years, three at the end of four years, and three at the end 
of five years, as designated by the President at the time of appointment, 
and (2) a member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring, prior to the expira- 
tion of the term for which his predecessor was appointed shall be appointed 
only for the remainder of such term. 

(b) Members of the Commission who are not in the regular full-time 
employ of the United States shall, while attending meetings or conferences 
of the Commission or otherwise engaged in the business of the Com- 
mission, be entitled to receive compensation at a rate fixed by the Chairman, 
but not exceeding the rate specified at the time of such service for grade 
GS-18 in section 5332 of title 5^ United States Code, including traveltime, 
and while so serving on the business of the Commission away from their 
homes or regular places of business, they may be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorised by section 5703 of 
title 5, United States Code, for persons employed intermittently in the 
Government service. 

(c) (1) The Commission is authorized to appoint, without regard to the 
provisions of title 5, United States Code, covering appointments in the 
competitive service, such professional and technical personnel as may be 
necessary to enable it to carry out its function under this Act. 

(2) The Commission may procure, without regard to the civil service or . 
classification laws, temporary and intermittent services of such personnel 
as is necessary to the extent' authorized by section 3109 of tith 5, United 
States Code, but at rates not to exceed the rate specified at the time of such 
service for grade GS-18 in section 5332 of title 5, United States Code, 
including traveltime, and while so serving on the business of the Com- 
mission away from their homes or regular places of business they may be 
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by sekion 5703 of title 5, United States Code, for persons 
employed intermittently in the Government service. 
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authorization Oh' APPROPRIATIONS 



Sec. 7. There are hereby authorized to he appropriated $500,000 for 
m fiscal year endmg June 30, 1970, and $750,000 for the fiscal year 
emmg Jime SO, 1971, and, for each succeeding fiscal year, for the nurnose 
of camjmg out the provisions of this Act. ^ ^ 

And the House agree to the same. 



Carl D. Perkins, 

John Brademas, 

Patsy Mink, 

Ogden Reid, 

William A. Steiger, 

Managers on the Part of the Hmse. 

Claiborne Pell, 

Ralph W. Yarborough, 
Jennings Randolph, 
Harrison A. WilijamS;, 
Edward M. Kennedy, 
Walter F. Mondale, 

Thomas P. Eagleton, 
Winston L. Prouty, 

J. Javitg, 

Peter H. Dominick, 

George Murphy, 

Richard Schweikbr, 

Managers on the Part of the Senate. 
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STATEMENT OF THE MANAGERS ON THE PART OF THE 

HOUSE 

The niauagers on the part of the House at tl»e confcmico on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendment of the House 
to the bill, S-1519, to Establish a National Commission on Libraries 
and Information Science, and for other j^urposes, submit the following 
statement in ex|danatioii of the effect of the action agreed upon b 3 ^ the 
conferees and recommend the accompanying eoid’erence report: 

The House amendment struck out all* of the Senate bill after the 
enacting clause and inserted a new text. The House recedes from its 
disagreement to the Senate bill with an amendment wiiich is a sub- 
stitute for both the Senate bill and the House amendment. 

Except for minor clarifying, conforming provisions this statement 
exjjlains the action of the managers on the ])art of the House. 

The Senate bill established the Commission within the Office of 
the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, while the House 
amendment established the Commission as an independent agency 
in the executive branch of the Government. The conference report 
adopts the provisions of the House amendment. 

Tne two versions of the bill differed with respect to the admin- 
istrative provisions for the Commission. The conference report 
adopts the provisions of the House amendment. 

The Senate bill authorized the Commission to accept contributions 
of money and immediately disburse same for the purposes oC the 
Commission. The House amendment did not contain these provisions. 
The conference report adopts these Senate provisions. 

The Senate bill provided that the Co" imission shall have respon- 
sibility for developing or recommending plans for the National policy, 
while the House amendment limits the function to developing plans. 
The conference report adopts the provision of the Senate bill. 

The Senate bill explicitly included language relating to special 
library and informational needs of rural areas, while the House 
amendment did not. The conference report adopts the provision of the 
Senate bill. 

The Senate bill required an appraisal of resources and services, 
while the House amendment confiiK'd the appraisal to resources. The 
conference report adopts the Senate provision. 

The House amendment stated that the Commission shall appraise 
“deficiences” of library and information resources, as well as then’ 
“adequacies”, while the Senate bill did not. The conference report 
adopts the House provision. 

The Senate bill required that the Commission advise Federal, State 
and local agencies regarding libraries and information sciences. The 
House amendment contained no comparable provision. The conference 
report contains the provision of the Senate bill but modifies it to 
authorize, but not to require the Commission to furnish such advice. 

The Senate bill required reporting tlmough the Secretary to the 
President and Congress. The House required reporting directly to the 
President and Congress. The conference report adopts the provision 
of the House amendment. 

( 3 ) 
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The Senate bill set January 31 as the reporting date, while the 
House amendment specified January 1. The conference report con- 
tains the provisions of the Senate bill. 

The House amendment authorized reports in addition to the annual 
report, ^yhile the Senate bill did not. The conference report adopts 
the provision of the House amendment. 

Section 6 of the Senate bill and Section 6 of the House amendment 
specified the composition and membership of the Commission. They 
differed in a number of respects and substantively in the following 
particulars : 

(1) Both bills providetl for a fifteen member Commission. The 
Senate bill specified that the Librarian of Congress be a statutory 
member of the Commission while the House aniendment did not. 

(2) The Senate bill provided that at least five members of the 
Commission be professional librarians or information scientists 
while the House amendment set five as the maximum number of 
such professionals. 

(3) The Senate bill but not the House amendment required 
that at least one member of the Commission be knowledgeable 

^ with respect to the technological aspects of library services. 

The conference report rewrites Section 6 with the resolution of these 
differences as follows: 

(1) The conference rejiort provides for a fifteen member Com- 
mission and specifies that the Librarian of Congress be one of the 
members of the Commission with the other members of the Com- 
mission being appointed by the President with two to serve 
initially for one year, three to serve initially for two yearn, three 
to serve initially for four years and three to serve initially for five 
years. After the expiration of such terms the conference report 
provides that the terms of office of the members of the Commission 
shall be five years. 

(2) The conference report provides that only five members of 
the Commission shall be professional librarians or information 
scientists and the remainc er shall be persons having a special 
competence or interest in the needs of our society for library and 
information services. The conference substitute requires that at 
least one member of the Commission be knowledgeable with 
respect to the technological aspects of library services. 

The Senate bill increased the authorization to $750,000 in fiscal 
year 1971, while the House amendment maintained the authorization 
at $500,000. Both the Senate bill and the House amendment author- 
ized an appropriation of $500,000 for fiscal year 1970. The Senate 
limited the appropriation in the following fiscal years to $750,000 each ‘ 
year. Ihe House amendment placed no ceiling on appropriations for ' 
fiscal years after fiscal year 1970. The conference report adopts this ' 
provision of the Senate bill. 

Carl D. Perkins, j 

John Brademas, 

Patsy T. Mink, ; 

Ogden Reid, | 

William A. Steiger, i 

Managers on the Part of the House. 
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